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Model Bicycle Usage Ordinances Example 1 
 

DEFINITIONS 

Section 1(a). VEHICLE. Means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property may be 
transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or trucks.  
 
Section 1(b). BICYCLE. Every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, 
having two tandem wheels either of which is more than fourteen (14) inches in diameter.  
 
Section 1(c). LOCAL AUTHORITIES. Every county, municipal, and other local board or body having 
authority to enact laws relating to traffic under the constitution and laws of this state. Additionally, any 
school district created under the laws of this state shall constitute a local authority for the limited purpose 
of designating school crossing guards for schools operated by the school districts.  
 
Section 1(d). STREET OR HIGHWAY. The entire width between the boundary lines of every way 
publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.  
 
Section 1(e). ROADWAY. That portion of a highway improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways, 
the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways 
collectively.  
 
Section 1(f). SIDEWALK. That portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of a 
roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.  
 
Section 1(g). SHOULDER. The portion of a highway that is:  

1. contiguous to the roadway;  
2. designed or ordinarily used for parking;  
3. set off from the roadway by different design, construction, or marking; and  
4. not intended for normal vehicular travel.  
5. "improved shoulder" means a paved shoulder.  

  
 Section 1(h). DAYTIME AND NIGHTTIME. "Daytime" means from one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise 

to one-half (1/2) hour after sunset, and "nighttime" means at any other hour.  
 
Section 2. RIDING ON BICYCLES.  
(a) A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat 
attached thereto.  
 
(b) No bicycle shall be used to carry more personas at one time than the number for which it is designed 
or equipped.  
 
Section 3. CLINGING TO VEHICLES. No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled, or 
toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any streetcar or vehicle upon a roadway.  
 
Section 4. RIDING ON ROADWAYS AND BICYCLE PATHS.   
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c) of this section, a person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at 
less than the speed of other traffic on the roadway at that time shall ride as near as practicable to the right 
curb or edge of the roadway, except when:  
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1. the person is overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;  
2. the person is preparing for a left turn at an intersection or onto a private road or driveway; or  
3. conditions on the roadway, including fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, 

pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes, make it unsafe to ride next to 
the right curb or edge of the roadway.  

  
 (b) For the purpose of Subsection (a) of this section, a substandard width lane is a lane that is too narrow 

for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to travel in the lane safely side by side.  
 
(c) A person operating a bicycle on a one-way roadway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as 
near as practicable to the left curb or edge of the roadway.  
 
(d) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two abreast except on parts of 
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. Persons riding two abreast shall not impede the 
normal and reasonable flow of traffic on the roadway. If persons are riding two abreast on a laned 
roadway, they must ride in a single lane.  
 
Section 5. CARRYING ARTICLES. No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle, or 
article which prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.  
 
Section 6. BICYCLES: LAMPS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT.  
(a) Every bicycle when in use at nighttime shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall emit a 
white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the front and with a red reflector 
on the rear of a type approved by the Department which shall be visible from all distances from fifty (50) 
feet to three hundred (300) feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps on 
a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear 
may be used in addition to the red reflector.  
 
(b) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make the braked 
wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement.  
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Model Bicycle Usage Ordinances Example 2 
 
Section 9-5-101 to 199, inclusive. Bicycles - general provisions. 
 
Section 9-5-101. Applicability of traffic laws. 
Every person riding or operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all the rights and shall be 
subject to all the duties applicable to the driver of a motor vehicle by the laws of the State of XX and the 
provisions of this chapter declaring rules of the road applicable to the driver of a vehicle except as to 
those provisions of laws and ordinances which by their nature have no application. 
 
Section 9-5-102. Regulations for operation of bicycles generally. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a bicycle in any of the following described manners: 

 
A. At a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under conditions then existing. 
 
B. Failing to use bike path. Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to the 
roadway or as part of the roadway, bicycle riders shall use such paths and shall not use the 
remaining portion of the roadway. Wherever the City has provided sidewalks and bituminous 
ramps adjacent to streets for the accommodation of bicycle riders, such sidewalks and ramps shall 
be regarded as usable paths for bicycles. 
 
C. Failing to yield. The operators of a bicycle shall stop prior to emerging from any alley, public 
or private driveway or building upon any street or sidewalk or sidewalk area and shall yield right 
of way to all vehicles and pedestrians approaching upon any street, highway, sidewalk or  
sidewalk area. 
 
D. Attaching the bicycle or the rider in any manner to any other vehicle anywhere in the city. 
 
E. Towing or drawing any coaster, sled, person on roller skates, toy vehicle or other similar 
vehicle upon any roadway. 
 
F. Riding more than two (2) abreast. 
 
G. Carrying any package, bundle or article which prevents or interferes with the rider keeping 
both hands upon the handlebars. 
 
H. Riding with both hands removed form the handlebars or both feet from the pedals or practicing 
any acrobatic riding upon any bicycle on any roadway, sidewalk or bicycle path. As defined in 
this section. 
 
I. Failing to signal. Before turning or changing the direction of any bicycle upon any street 
highway, parkway or public place, it shall be the duty of the bicycle rider to give a proper hand 
signal by the extension of the left hand to indicate the direction of the intended turn. 

 
Section 9-5-103. Obedience to traffic devices and signs. 
 

A. Any person operating a bicycle shall obey the instructions of traffic control devices unless 
otherwise directed by a police officer. 
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B. On any street or intersection where U-turns or other turns are prohibited and signs are erected 
and in place so indicating, no person operating a bicycle shall disobey the direction of any such 
sign, except where such person dismounts from the bicycle to make such turn, in which event 
such person shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians. 

 
Section 9-5-104. Manner of riding. 
 

A. Any person operating a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride the permanent and 
regular seat attached thereto, nor carry any other person upon such bicycle other than on a firmly 
attached and regular seat. 
 
B. No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is 
designed and equipped, except on a baby seat attached to the bicycle, provided that such seat is 
equipped with a harness to hold the child securely to the seat and that protection is provided 
against the child's feet hitting the spokes of the wheels or in a seat attached to the bicycle 
operator. 

 
Section 9-5-105. Equipment required. 
 

A. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake adequate to control the movement and to stop the 
bicycle whenever necessary. 
 
B. Every bicycle when used between thirty (30) minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes 
before sunrise shall be equipped with a light and reflectors of a type approved by the XX Police 
Department. A white light must be visible from a distance of at least three hundred (300) feet to 
the front. An amber reflector shall be located on the frame or the front wheel so that it is visible 
from fifty (50) to three (300) feet on each side of the bicycle when directly in front of the lawful 
upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. A red reflector facing the rear must be visible 
from fifty (50) to two hundred (200) feet when directly in front of the lawful upper beams of the 
headlamps on a motor vehicle. 
 
C. A bicycle shall not be equipped with, nor shall any person upon a bicycle use, except a police 
officer or reserve police officer, any siren. 

 
Section 9-5-106. Riding on sidewalks. 
 

A. No person shall ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk in the business district as herein defined. 
However, persons may dismount and walk their bicycles on the sidewalk in the business district. 
The business district for the purposes of this ordinance shall be that area on XXXXX. 
 
B. Whenever any person is riding upon a sidewalk in a location other than the business district, 
such person shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal or call 
before overtaking and passing such pedestrian. 
 
C. Wherever the City has provided sidewalks and bituminous ramps adjacent to the streets for the 
accommodation of bicycle riders, such sidewalks and ramps shall be regarded as usable paths, 
except within the business districts as stated in this Section. 

 
Section 9-5-107. Parking and parking spaces. 
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A. No person shall park a bicycle against any window or parking meter or on the main traveled 
portion of the sidewalk nor in  such manner as to constitute a hazard to pedestrians, traffic and/or 
property. 
 
B. Notwithstanding subsection A, when bicycle parking spaces have been established and 
designated, no person shall park a bicycle in the vicinity thereof except in such bicycle parking 
spaces. 


